


 CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 
ARTS1010 
Introduction to the Visual Arts 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Catalog Description: 
An appreciation of the visual arts from a historical perspective.  Includes an overview 
of the creative process, the evolution of art, and art as it relates to society. 
 
Semester Hours:  3 Practicum/Clinical/Recitation Hours:  0 
Lecture/Classroom Hours: 45 Cooperative Education/Internship Hours:  0 
Laboratory Hours:  0 Contact Hours per Week:  3 
 

I. COURSE OBJECTIVES/COMPETENCIES 
 

A. PURPOSE:  To enable students to understand and communicate about the 
visual arts through a study of aesthetics, criticism, and writing about art in the 
context of art history and a range of focus artists. 

 
B. OBJECTIVES:  Upon completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
  1. identify the elements and principles of the visual arts 
  2. describe characteristics of various periods in the visual arts 
  3. identify and distinguish individual styles of artists 
  4. historically and culturally contextualize a variety of specific works of 
   art 
  5. write a formal analysis of a work of art 
  6. identify and distinguish a variety of aesthetic approaches to the visual 
   arts 
 

II. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
 A Suggested Texts: 
  Great Themes in Art – E. John Walford 
  Art, An Introduction – Dale G. Cleaver 
  A History of Western Art  - Laurie Schneider Adams 
  Living with Art – Rita Gilbert 
  Understanding Art – Rois Fichner-Rathus 
  Art, the Way It Is – John Adkins Richardson 
  A World of Art – Henry M. Sayre (comes with complete set of video tapes) 
  Art Across Time – Laurie Schneider Adams 
 
 B. Other Resources:  (instructor selected) 
 
 C. Outside Reading/Research Required:  (instructor selected) 



 
III. COURSE OUTLINE  

 The following historical perspective will be used to examine the fundamental themes 
 in art which include but are not limited to; spirituality, the individual, nature, the 
 world we live in, and parallel cultures. 
 
 A. Primitive to Renaissance 
 
 B. Renaissance to Modern 
 
 C. Early Modern Through Present Day 

 
V. SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Introduction to the Visual Arts students  

will learn art history from reading, writing, and studio assignments, lectures, films, 
filmstrips, slides, videos, reproductions, museum, and gallery visits and class 
discussion. 

 
VI. OTHER INFORMATION UNIQUE TO THE INSTITUTION: 

 
Examples: 
Evaluation of student 
Course availability/delivery methods 
Special population needs 
Course equity 
Faculty 
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