


I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Course Number: MUSC1010 
Course Title:  Introduction to Music 
Prerequisite:    None 
 
Catalog Description: 
An overview of the history of Western art music, from the middle ages to modern 
times.  Includes the elements of music, historical style periods, and major composers 
and selected works.  For the non-music major. 
 
Semester Hours:  3 Practicum/Clinical/Recitation Hours:  0 
Lecture/Classroom Hours: 45 Cooperative Education/Internship Hours:  0 
Laboratory Hours:  0 Contact Hours per Week:  3 
 

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES/COMPETENCIES 
 

A. PURPOSE:   
This course is designed to enable the student to become a more appreciative, 
perceptive, and understanding listener through a study of musical elements 
and style in representative works of major composers. 

 
B. OBJECTIVES:   

Upon completion of this course, the student should be able to: 
 

  1. be a more perceptive listener. 
  2. have acquired the vocabulary necessary to discuss and write about  
   music. 
  3. have become acquainted with historical musical periods and realize the 
   intellectual and cultural contributions of each. 
  4. be familiar with various composers and works from each period. 
 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
 A Suggested Texts: 
  
  Music:  The Art of Listening  - Jean Ferris 
  Music:  An Appreciation – Roger Kamien 
  The World of Music – David Willoughby 
   The Enjoyment of Music – Machlis & Forney 
  Listening to Music – Craig Wright 
 



 
IV. COURSE OUTLINE  

 Within the historical/social context of the medieval period to the present, topics such 
 as the following may be included.  The outline may be used in any order, sequence, or 
 mixing as may be desired by the instructor. 
 
 A. Elements of Music 

1. Pitch 
2. Meter & Rhythm 
3. Harmony 
4. Texture 
5. Form 
6. Tempo and Dynamics 
7. Instrument categories and/or families 

 
 B. Modes of Music 

1. Vocal 
2. Instrumental 

 
 C. Types of Music 

1. Sacred 
2. Secular 

 
D. Composers, Works and Styles in Historical Periods 

1. Medieval 
2. Baroque 
3. Classical 
4. Romantic 
5. Twentieth century 

 
V. SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS:   

 
  Content and schedule determined by instructor.  Additional units/topics such as jazz, 
  pop/rock, film, Native American and world musics, determined by instructors. 

 
VI. OTHER INFORMATION UNIQUE TO THE INSTITUTION: 

 
Examples: 
Evaluation of students 
Intensive Writing Course 
Cultural Diversity Course 
Course availability/delivery methods 
Special population needs 
Course equity 
Faculty 



 
VII. METHOD OF PRESENTATION: 
 
  Instructors will use varied pedagogical techniques including several of the following:  
  lectures, individualized format, small group discussion, observation of theatrical  
  principles, video examples and live theatrical observation. 
 
VIII. METHODS OF EVALUATION: 
 
  Course evaluation, at the determination of instructor, will be based on student  
  performance such as class and group participation, daily work, exams, presentations, 
  projects, etc. 
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